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Effective Communication for  
Climate Change Action



•emphasizing science
•scaring people
• focussing on  

lifestyles
• telling people  

what to do

Climate comms should avoid 



Build the right team



Use trusted spokespersons

The Francis Effect
How Pope Francis changed the conversation
about global warming

november 2015



Highlight scientific consensus



Use forward looking frames



Help people feel empowered



Emphasize compassionate values



Emphasize compassionate values



Emphasize compassionate values



Make it local



Create new stories



Use the right kind of images



Communication is hard
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Questions?



This presentation contains copyrighted material the use of 
which has not always been specifically authorized by the 
copyright owner. This presentation was created following the 
Fair Use Guidelines for Educational Multimedia. I am making 
such material available in my educational capacity in an effort 
to advance understanding of environmental affairs. I believe 
this constitutes a fair use of any such copyrighted material as 
provided for in section 107 of the US Copyright Law. In 
accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, the material in 
this presentation is distributed without profit to those who 
have expressed a prior interest in receiving the included 
information for research and educational purposes. Further 
use of these materials and this presentation is restricted.
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